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To  the  I  lay  or  %  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Ilorueth. 


Hr.  lay  or,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  that  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  year  1967  • 
Dr.  McGregor  retired  at  the  end  of  March,  1963,  too  early  to  compile  and 
present  this  report  to  you. 


'.•  he  total  number  of  births  fell  during1  the  year  from  224  in  1966,  to 
204  in  196>7*  giving  a  fall  in  the  standard  birth  rate  of  15*67  to  13*95* 

The  total  number  of  still  births  decreased  from  3  to  2,  giving  a  still  birth 
rate  of  10.0,  compared  with  13*27  in  i960.  Three  infants  died  before  they 
had  reached  the  age  of  one  week,  due  to  premature  births,  and  one  infant 


died  aged  eleven  weeks  from  acute  bronchopneumonia .  The  increase  of  three 


deaths  over  the 
rate  in  1967* 

total  numbers 


the 


1966  figure  gave  a  marked  rise  in  the  infantile  mortality 
great  significance  should  be  attached  to  this,  since 
involved  are  so  small. 


but  no 


mere 


slight  fall  in 


the 


number  of  deaths  in  the  Borough  during 


1967  from  107  to  1G4  -  causing  a  fall  in  the  standard  death  rate  from  10.05 
to  8.32.  Once  again  the  principal  cause  of  death  was  due  to  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulation,  which  accounted  for  over  46/S  of  the  total  deaths. 
Deaths  due  to  malignant  neoplasms  were  reduced  from  29  to  22,  and  deaths  duo 
to  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  fell  from  26  to  24.  These  three 
main  causes  accounted  for  over  71/;  of  the  total  deaths.  The  death  rates  for 
cancer  of  the  lung  and  for  all  forms  of  cancer,  were  lower  than  those  for  the 
country  as  a  whole# 


Ho  deaths  occurred  from  tuberculosis  in  1967*  and  only  one  new  case  of 
non-respiratory  tuberculosis  was  notified.  There  were  32  cases  remaining  on 
the  register  at  31st.  December,  1967,  in  comparison  ith  35  in  the  previous 
year. 


The  outbreak  of  measles  which  occurred  towards  the  latter  end  of  1966 
continued  into  the  first  quarter  of  1967  then  subsided  abruptly.  120  cases 
were  notified  in  all  and  these  were  fairly  evenly  distributed  between  the 
age  groups  from  one  to  nine  years.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with  the  advent 
of  the  measles  vaccination  campaign,  this  disease  with  its  serious 
complications  will  be  eliminated  as  far  as  possible  from  the  community.  Three 
cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified  during  1967*  Ho  record  of  previous 
immunisation  against  the  disease  could  be  traced  for  these  children. 


kith  the  summer  months  came  cases  of  dysentery  to  the  Borough.  An  isolated 
case  had  been  notified  in  January,  then  the  second  case  occurred  in  July. 

This  patient  had  undoubtedly  nicked  up  the  infection  at  her  place  of  work 
outside  the  area.  During  July,  4  further  cases  were  notified,  then  3  in 
August  and  1  in  September.  Ho  connection  between  the  affected  families  could 
be  found  and  no  further  spread  of  the  infection  took  place.  Bach  family  was 
visited  and  was  given  advice,  and  credit  was  due  to  the  parents  in  that  the 
outbreak  was  contained.  The  onus  for  the  prevention  of  spread  of  dysentery 
lies  with  the  parents  of  affected  children,  it  is  a  matter  of  carrying  out 
any  advice  givon  and  of  taking  groat  care  with  strict  toilet  hygiene. 


I  would  like  to  comment  upon  one  other  matter,  which  appears  later  in 
the  report,  this  is  the  need  for  the  provision  of  a  pulverisation  plant  for 
dealing  with  refuse  collected  in  the  Borough.  This  indeed  would  be  a  forward- 
looking  project.  The  present  tipping  site  has  a  life  of  approximately  15 
years,  a  very  short  time  in  the  life  of  a  community,  and  when  this  tip  is 


closed  the  problem  of  the  disposal  of  refuse  will  have  to  bo  faced.  It  would 
seem  wise  counsel  to  give  this  matter  serious,  immediate  consideration. 


finally  I  must  record  that  the  loyal  support  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  Clerk  and  the  interest  and 
support  of  members  of  the  Council  v/oro  greatly  appreciated  during  the  year. 


I  am,  iSr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

VC.Oick,  H.B.,  3.S.,  B.Hy . ,  D.P.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health# 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Assistant  Medical  Officer 

Public  Health  Inspector  (Meat ) 
Public  Health  Inspector  (Meat) 

Public  Health  Inspector  (Meat) 

Offices  of  the  Medical  Officer 
Clerk  to  the  Medical  Officer 

Telephone 

Offices  of  the  P.H.  Inspector 
Telephone 


CATHERINE  B.  McGRECOR, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

KATHLEEN  DICK, 

M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy,,  D.P,H* 

J.G.  SIMPSON, 

M.A.P.H.I. 

P.  YEATS, 

M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I . 

Resigned  -  14th  May,  1967* 

R.  RIDLEY, 

M.A.P.H.I. 

Commenced  -  7th  August,  1967 • 

156,  Woodhom  Road,  Ashington, 

Mrs.  C.  Sampson  (resigned  July  1967) 
Miss  M.  Gibson( commenced  Aug,  "  ) 

Ashington  2287/3442 

29?  Bridge  Street,  Morpeth. 

Morpeth  3^92 


Area  in  Acres  2, 221 

Registrar-General* s  estimate  of  resident  population  mid-1967  14,340 

One  Penny  Rate  Produces  . . . .,.£1839*14*6d. 

Rateable  Value  . . . . .•••.•••• . . ,£462 , 268 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1967 )  *••••••••••••••«•••...••• .4*320 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority  ••••••••••••••••••  1,504 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

* 

in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29804589 
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VITAL  STATISTICS.  . 

(The  figures  in  brackets  are  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales) 


Live  Births. 

BIRTHS 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

194 

101 

93 

Illegitimate 

10 

7 

3 

204 

108 

96 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  . . ...14,2 

Standard  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.99)  . . . ♦13*95  (l7.2) 

Still  Births.  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  22  - 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  10.0  (14.7) 


-DEATHS 

Total  Male  Female 

184  81  103 


Death  Rate  per  1,§00  of  the  population  *12.8 

Standard  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0*65)  ♦••••••••••••  •••8*32  (11*2) 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Heading  30  of  the  Registrar  - 

General*  s  Short  List)  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . . NIL 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ..NIL  (0.20) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  1  ~  1 

Illegitimate  3  2  1 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ••••••••..•....20  (l8.3) 

Death  Rate  of  legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . 9*26 

Death  rate  of  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  . 27.78 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  Total  Male  Female 

3  2  1 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  of  age  per 

1,000  live  births)  . 14*7  (l2.5) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  Total  Male  Female 

3  2  1 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000 

live  births)  . 14.7 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week 

per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  . .  24 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  AGE  GROUPS  ( cont d ) 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1967 


CAUSES 

Total 

Number 

%  of  Total 

Deaths 

1266 

MI 

M6 

-  Ml 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 

76 

85 

40.64 

46.2 

Malignant  Neoplasms 

29 

'22 

15.51 

11.95 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

28 

24 

14.97 

13.04 

TOTAL 

133 

131 

71.12 

71.19 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  causes  of  death  in  the  different 
age  groups  during  the  past  year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  mortality  rate  during  the 
past  ten  years.  ^ 


*58 

'59 

'60 

f6l  1 62  ‘63  ’64  1 65 

1 66 

*67 

Infantile 

deaths  5 

under  1  yr. 

6 

4 

65464 

1 

4 

Infantile 

Mortality  22.03 
Rate 

27.03 

I8.43 

25.33  I8.94  12.66  24.79  17.78 

4.46 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities, 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Newcastle  General  Hospital 
undertakes  the  full  range  of  bacteriological  and  virological  examinations 
free  of  charge  to  local  authorities  and  general  practitioners. 

Facilities  for  bacteriological  examination  are  also  provided  at  the 
Pathological  Department  of  Ashington  General  Hospital, 

The  extent  to  which  these  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown  below. 


Specimens  sent  by  Specimen 


Pos,  Neg. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

General  Practitioner 

Regional  Hospital  Board 
Physician 


Faeces  for  pathogenic  organisms 

it  ti  »»  11 


tt  ti  n 


n 


9  57 

6  - 

1  — 


9  Sensitivity  tests  were  carried  out 


Ambulance  Service, 


This  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  from  the  Ambulance  otation 
in  Gas  House  Lane,  where  there  are  four  ambulances,  a  Station  Officer  and  eight 
Drivers,  The  station  is  manned  from  8,a,m,  until  midnight  each  day  ana,  during 
the  rest  of  the  24  hours,  drivers  are  on  stand-by  duty.  All  vehicles  can  be 
controlled  by  radio  from  the  Central  Control  at  Vi deopen. 

Maternity  and  Child  Velfare  Services. 

The  full  range  of  services  is  provided  at  the  County  Council’s  Clinic  in 
Gas  House  Lane,  where  there  are  three  Health  Visitors.  The  work  of  the 
attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to  the  practices  of  the  General  Practitioners  in 
the  town  continued  during  the  year. 

The  three  firms  of  practitioners  now  make  full  use  of  the  clinic  building 
for  maternity  and  child  welfare  work. 

Meals  on  Wheels. 

Figures  supplied  by  the  County  Organiser  of  the  Women’ s  Royal  Voluntary 
Service  show  that,  during  19&7  2,896  meals  were  delivered  to  old  people  in 
their  own  homes  and  a  further  9^5  meals  were  provided  at  the  Luncheon  Club  at 

Stobhill. 

Chiropody  for  Old  People, 


This  service  continued  to  operate  and  to  be  greatly  appreciated. 


1 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  Cases  of  infectious  disease  is  provided  by 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  at  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne. 


CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


IMMUNISATION, 

.  Thls  waf  carried  out  in  the  child  welfare  clinics  and  for  the  first  time 
m  large  numbers,  by  the  general  practitioners* 

„lnnnTh®  record  of  immunisations  completed  is  not,  now,  available  for  Morpeth, 
alone,  but  refers  to  the  whole  of  the  Central  Area  of  the  County. 

,  .  nIn  Central  Area  in  1967,  912  children  completed  a  priraaiy  course  of 
injecti^^1^0*1*  Whlle  &  further  89  comP1eted  a  course  of  diphtheria/tetanus 

^  .^/ddition’  199  older  children,  not  protected  in  infancy  against  tetanus, 
received  a  primary  course  of  treatment  with  tetanus  vaccine  alone. 

.  Re-inforcing  injections  against  diphtheria  were  given  to  2,388  children, 
against  whooping  cough  to  863  children  and  a&aLnst  tetanus  to  2,217  children. 

Poliomyelitis  Immunisation, 

,  It  is  dndeed  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  case  of  poliomyelitis 
has  occurred  in  Morpeth  for  twelve  years.  poiiomyeiiris 

compa^ArablHiS  l^o^a^toUl  ^  958’  Whi°h 

from  ^“1966  *  'h00^'  ^  the  in°reaSed 

“™flisfi0'1,  campaign  must  continue  to  be  actively  persued,  to  prevent 
tetanusT^61106  °f  dlphtherla  311(1  poliomyelitis  and  the  occurrence  of  dreaded 


TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CiiSES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1967* 


Only  one  new  case  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  was  notified  during  the 

year. , 

There  were  no  deaths  attributed  to  any  form  of  the  disease. 


Death  rate  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  Morpeth 
The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
Death  Rate  from  non- respiratory  tuberculosis  in  Morpeth 
The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


NIL 

0.37  per  1»000 

NIL 

0.005  per  1,000 


MM  .TENANT  NEOPLASMS . 


The  Registrar-General’ s  figures  have  been  used  in  calculating  the  death- 
rates  given  below. 


Malignant  Neoplasms  of  Lung  and  Bronchus. 

Death  rate  in  Morpeth 

Death  rate  in  England  and  Wales  . . . . 


0.278  per  1,000 
0.584  per  1,000 


Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  other  Sites. 


Death  rate  in  Morpeth  . .  •  • 

Death  rate  in  England  and  Wales 


1.25  per  1,000 
1,691  per  1,000 


Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Sites. 


Death  rate  in  Morpeth  •••••••• 

Death  rate  in  England  and  Wales 


1.53  per  1,000 

2.275  per  1»°°° 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  CF  THE  ARE,! 


WATER. 


The  Borough  water  supply  is  provided  by  Tynemouth  Corporation  Water 
Undertaking  and  during  the  year  the  supply  was  found  sufficient  for  demands, 
and  the  quality  generally  satisfactory. 

. Thirty- three  samples  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  for  bacteriological 
examination.  The  laboratory  reports  are  shovm  in  the  table  here-under. 

A  new  service  reservoir  at  Tranwell  for  augmenting  the  supply  to  Coopies 

Lane  and  Whalton  Road  Industrial  sites  was  still  under  construction  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

Water  Samples  and  reports. 


Hef .  Location  of  Collection  To 

No.  Sampling  Date  Lab 


1.  Choppington  Road 

2.  McGills  Yard 

3.  Low  S tanners 

4.  Abattoir 

3#  Newgate  Street 
6.  Carlisle  Park 
7*  Goosehill 
8.  Abattoir 


12.  7.67. 

tt 

tt 

It 

3.  8.67. 

M 

M 

M 


12.  7.67. 

It 

tt 

tt 

3.  8.67. 

tt 

tt 

tt 


High  Stanners  and  Low  Stanners  Flood  Area 


9.  Council  Cottage 

10.  Crawford  Cottages 

11.  Riverside  Cottage 

12.  Staithes  Lane 

13.  High  Stanners 


24.10.67. 

tt 

tt 

it 

tt 


24.10.67. 

tt 

tt 

It 

tt 


Middle  Greens  Flood  Area. 


14.  Goosehill 

15.  Bennetts  Walk 

16.  Queen  Street 

17.  Tenter  Terrace 


30.10.67. 

n 

tt 

tt 


30.10.67. 

tt 

tt 

tt 


18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 
27. 
26. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 


Newminster  School  »* 

Biltons  Court  ” 

McGills  Yard  »' 

Lowford  Cottage  (Well  SupjO" 
Bennetts  Walk  7.11,67. 

Auburn  Pla#e  M 


it 

tt 

it 

tt 

7.11.67. 

tt 


Lowford  Cottage  (Well  Supu)  " 
"  "  Tank  « 


n 

m 


Abattoir 
Wansbeck  Street 
Hollon  Street 
Wellwood  Gardens 
Lowford  Cott»(^ell 
Stobhill 


16.11.67.  16.11.67, 

tt  tt 


tt 

it 


n 


Supp)22. 11.67.  22.11.67. 


Abbots  Way  «  tt 

Lowford  Cott.(Well  Supp)30.11,67.  30.11. 67. 


Report 
Probable  No 
of  Coliform 
bacilli  per 
100  ml. 


0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


e 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

180+ 

25 

0 

0 

0 

e 

3 

0 

0 

3 


B.  Coli 
Type  1. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


t 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 


CODE 


s 

s 

s 

u 

s 

s 

s 

s 

s 

S 

s 

s 

s 


s 

S 

s 

s 


s 

s 

s 

u 

s 

s 

u 

u 

s 

s 

s 

s 

u 

s 

s 

u 


S.  indicates  —  Satisfactory 


U.  indicates  -  Unsatisfactoiy 


Nuisances. 


During  the  year,  134  complaints  dealing  with  various  matters  were  received# 
All  of  which  were  dealt  with  and  resolved  by  informal  action*  The  number  of 
visits  incurred  in  dealing  with  them  was  211#  Defects  and  other  matters  remedied 
consisted  of  the  following:- 


Dampness  remedied 
Drains  repaired 
Drains  renewed 
Doors  repaired 
Eavesgutters  cleansed 
Eavesgutters  repaired 
External  walls  repaired 
Food  stores  provided 
Houses  cleansed 
Internal  walls  replastered 
Premises  redecorated 
Roofs  repaired 
Refuse  bins  renewed 
Stacks  (chimney)  repaired 
Water  closets  repaired 


7 

8 

3 

3 
2 

4 
2 
1 
3 
9 
1 
2 

10 

2 

1 


Other  -feits  and  inspections  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  1936  and  19.61 

Communal  yards,  Courts  &  Passages  2 


Disinfections  24 
Disinfestations  20 
Offensive  accummulations  6 
Public  sanitary  conveniences  15 
Places  of  public  entertainment  1 
Refuse  disposal  12 
Rivers,  streams  and  ditches  22 
Sewage  disposal  works  4 
Schools,  sanitary  conveniences  4 
Shops  2 
Unsatisfactorily  kept  houses  4 
Workplaces  9 
General  revisits  ^7 


Clean  Air  Act  1956* 

During  the  year  only  one  complaint  was  received  concerning  smoke  from  a 
railway  engine  at  Green  Lane*  This  was  subsequently  abated,  on  complaint  to 
the  British  Railways,  by  using  diesel  locomotives  in  place  of  coal  fired 
locomotives . 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960* 

One  complaint  of  noise  arising  from  a  deisel  locomotive  was  dealt  with 
during  the  year  and  one  other  noise  nuisance  from  a  pneumatic  drill  and  compressor 
was  investigated*  The  perpetrator  of  the  latter  was  cautioned  and  advised  on 
noise  suppressive  measures# 

Verminous  Premises* 

During  the  year,  39  complaints  were  received  concerning  insect  pests  in. 
dwellings.  These  were  all  dealt  with  by  the  application  of  suitable  insecticides, 

and  other  approved  means* 
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The  rodent  operator  also  dealt  with  24  complaints  of  wasp  infestations 
during  the  summer  months.  The  following  table  shows  the  species  of  insect 
encountered 


Species 

No .  of  Complaints 

Cockroaches 

9 

Flies 

2 

Fleas 

1 

Moths 

1 

Mosquitoes 

1 

Slugs 

1 

Wasps 

24 

STATISTICAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Year  ending  51st  December.  1967. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


There  were  41  factory  promises  cn  the  Borough  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  of  which  40  were  those  where  mechanical  power  was  used  and  1  where 
such  power  was  not  used.  There  were  also  2  outworkers  premises  on  the 
register  and  4  "building  sites  operating  where  section  7  of  the  Act  is  enforced 
"by  the  local  authority. 

The  following  tables  give  some  statistics  of  action  under  the  Act. 
INSPECTIONS. 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Number 

of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

1.  Factories  in  which 

Sects,  1,2, 3,4  &  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  L.A. 

1 

8 

2 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  1,  in  which  section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  L.A. 

40 

20 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  L.A.  (excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

4 

4 

TOTAL 

45 

32 

2 

mm 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number 

of  cases  in 

which 

Number  of 

Particulars 

defects  were  found 

cases  in 

Remedied 

which 

Found 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

1 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

1 

- 

1 

— 

*• 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

mm 

floors 

- 

- 

- 

• 

*“ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
a)  Insufficient 

mm 

- 

b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

- 

- 

— 

c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

mm 

relating  to  out- workers ) • 

1 

** 

1 

TOTAL 

4 

1 

3 

mm 

mm 
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Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  (including  Section  47,  Public 

Health  Act V  1961.1 


Duping  the  year,  destruction  and  control  of  rodents  in  the  Borough  was 
fully  maintained  and  every  complaint  followed  up  with  customary  vigour#  No 
major  infestations  were  encountered. 


The  methods  employed  in  dealing  with  rodents  were  poison  baiting,  and 
the  use  of  lethal  fumigants  as  recommended  by  the  Ministiy  of  Agriculture 
Fisheries  and  Food  -  Pests  Division#  A  newly  developed  poison  particularly 

lethal  to  mice,  which  are  more  difficult  to  deal  with  than  rats,  was  used  with 
outstanding  success . 

The  sewerage  system  of  the  Borough  was  given  the  twice  yearly  poison 
treatment  as  recommended  by  the  Ministry,  and  a  detailed  account  of  the 
treatments  and  results  was  submitted  to  the  department  concerned#  By  this 
persistent  and  concentrated  treatment,  the  rat~ population  in  the  Council’s 
sewerage  system  is  now  at  a  low  level,  but  this  does  not  give  room  for 
complacency,  and  treatments  must  be  maintained. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report,  that  for  a  second  year,  a  party  of  student 
Public . Health  Inspectors  from  the  Charles  Trevelyan  College,  Newcastle  upon 
Tyne  visited  the  Borough  for  their  practical  training  in  rodent  control  and  were 
given  full  facilities  for  this,  by  the  Public  Health  Department# 

The  following  table  present  some  details  of  work  done  during  the  year. 


Class  of  property 

Inspections 

Treatments 

Agricultural 

1 

Business 

141 

19 

Council 

162 

10 

Dwellings 

336 

56 

Refuse  tip 

66 

12 

Rivers  &  Streams 

23 

6 

Sewage  works 

40 

2 

Sewers 

2 

2 

TOTAL 

771 

107  ] 

Control  of  fer^l  pigeons  by  approved  methods  continued  satisfactorily 
and  during  the  year  651  birds  were  taken.  Excess  population  of  drakes  on  the 
river  were  also  dealt  with  by  the  rodent  operator. 


Destruction  of  Moles. 

Infestations  of  moles  on  Comoil  owned  lands  were  dealt  with  as  they  arose, 
by  a  specialist  in  this  work,  retained  by  the  Council#  Several  sites  were 
dealt  with  and  regularly  inspected  during  the  year# 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 


Only  one  licence  to  keep  a  Pet  Shop  was  issued  during  the  year,  in  the 
Borough.  Regular  inspections  were  made  to  ensure  that  the  conditions  of 
licence  were  complied  with.  No  offences  were  noted,  or  reported# 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  year  under  review  continued  to  show  expansion  of  the  drainage  and 
sewerage  systems  of  the  Borough  consequent  upon  advancing  estate  development 
imposing  an  ever  increasing  flow  of  crude  sewage  upon  the  Purification  works. 

Nine  effluent  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  all  of  which  failed  to  satisfy 
the  terms  of  consent  laid  down  hy  the  Northumbria  River  Authority,  under  the 
Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act,  1956-1961.  The  enlargement  and  improvement 
of  the  works  now  in  progress  should  when  operative,  considerably  ease  the 
situation. 


Refuse  Collection  and  Street  Cleansing. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  the  town*  s  refuse  continues  to  be  done  by 
direct  labour.  As  with  sewage,  the  volume  of  refuse  grows  year  by  year  and 
it  is  fortunate  that  the  disposal  site  is  of  generous  proportions  to  yeild  a 
tipping  life  of  a  further  fifteen  years.  Of  course,  so  much  depends  upon  factors 
like  an  upsurge  of  house  building,  the  types  of  fuels  used  in  years  to  come, 
new  methods  of  packaging  of  foods  and  other  domestice  articles  as  yet  not  considered 
as  to  the  amount  of  refuse  ultimately  to  be  dealt  with.  This  could  be  a  plus- 
minus  figure,  thus  affecting  the  estimated  life  of  the  tip. 

All  of  the  town*  s  refuse  is  disposed  of  at  Quarry  Woods  on  the  east 
boundary  of  the  Borough.  The  site  is  well  screened  by  natural  woodland,  and 
the  tipping  is  under  the  daily  supervision  of  a  tip  orderly  to  ensure  regulated 
progression,  and  to  deal  with  any  combustion  that  may  arise.  Many  inspections 
were  made  during  the  year  to  check  rodent  and  insect  and  other  nuisances. 

This  service  to  the  community  continued  to  be  performed  in  a  satisfactory 
manner,  but  it  must  again  be  said  that  tipping  of  refuse  in  bulk,  even  though 
it  has  its  uses  for  the  re-claiming  of  land,  is  not  the  best  way  of  dealing  with 
it  from  a  public  Health  point  of  view.  The  modern  pulverisation  plant  has  much 
to  commend  it,  although  it  is  realised  that  the  cost  involved  could  impose  a 
financial  burden  upon  a  small  local  authority.  None  the  less  the  time  is  looked 
forward  to  when  bulk  tipping  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 


Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  river  Wansbeck  and  other  streams  flowing  through  the  town  were 
frequently  inspected  during  the  year  for  pollution,  and  pollution  of  the 
Howburn  was  noted.  This  was  taken  up  with  the  Rivers  authority,  and  the  people 
committing  the  offence,  and  the  matter  was  promptly  dealt  with. 

The  old  standing  problem  of  depositing  unwanted  household  articles  in  the 
Vfensbeck  though  not  so  marked  as  in  past  years  is  still  observed  from  time  to 
time,  requiring  action  by  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor's  staff.  Almost 
notable  section  of  the  river  for  debris,  waste-paper  and  food  fragments  is  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Elliott  Bridge,  where  the  mallard  ducks  congregate  for  the 
food  thrown  to  them.  While  feeding  of  the  birds  is  most  commendable  it  is  a 
pity  that  so  much  excess  food  and  litter  is  thrown  about  to  foul  the  foreshore, 
provide  food  for  rodents  and  add  to  the  cleansing  service  already  heavily  engaged 
on  such  duties,  and  of  course  detracting  from  the  otherwise  beauty  of  the  rive  r. 


Cam-ping  Sites  and  other  Recreational  Activities. 

There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  Borough  but  ample  other  facilities  for 
re-creation  exist.  The  various  parks  and  open  spaces  such  as  Carlisle  Park, 
Deuchar  Park,  Storey  Park,  High  Stanners,  Low  Stanners  and  Castle  Banks.  The 
Stadium  at  Grange  House  and  the  Common  are  all  available  to  the  people  for 
various  functions.  There  are  also  cricket,  tennis,  golf  and  foothall  and 
rugby  clubs  to  be  enjoyed  by  those  interested.  During  the  summer  months  boating 
is  available  on  the  river.  One  must  not  forget  also  the  beautiful  floral  displays 
in  Carlisle  Park  and  the  Sports  park,  midst  which  one  may  sit  in  calm  and 
tranquility,  a  retreat  from  the  busy  town  life  nearby. 


Swimming  Baths. 


dn  V  report  for  1966  mention  was  made  of  a  projected  swimming  pool  in 
he  Borough,  and  this  is  to  be  realised  much  earlier  than  thought  last  year, 
work  is  to  begin  early  in  1968.  This  will  provide  a  farther  Attraction  to 
the  town  and  pve  wider  scope  for  this  important  aspect  of  modern  living.  At 
present  a.  pool  is  provided  at  a  Primaiy  School  in  the  Borough  for  the  use  of 

County  cA™Aiin  °nly*  Supervision  of  this  P°°l  is  under  the  Northumberland 
Schools. 


Pood  preparing  kitchens  and  sanitary  accommodation  in  schools  in  the  Bo roust 
t^e„fi^+.per:lftl°al<,1“speo,tlon*  In  two  oases  it  was  found  necessary  to  draw 
wMch  wAf  ^vef  attontioA!  ManaSement  C“tee  to  the  accommodation, 


Offices »  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act.  1965. 

.  A*  the.°i°se  of  the  year  201  premises  employing  1,198  persons  were  on  the 
1967;S247e£sSpeeA;ionf  werf  ^  been  inSpeoted  “d 

class:-6  f°llowing  table  shows  the  analysis  of  registered  premises  according  to 


Class 


Catering 

Fuel  storage  depots 
Offices 

Shops  (retail) 

Shops  (wholesale)  &  warehouses 


Number  of  registered 
premises  at  end  of 
year 

27 
1 
48 
124 
1 


Seventy- six  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  found  as  shown  hereunder:- 


4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 

23 

24 
50 


Subject  matter 


Cleanliness 
Overcrowding 

Temperature  -  thermometer 

Ventilation 

Lighting 

Sanitary  accommodation 
Washing  facilites 
Drinking  water 
Clothing  accommodation 
Sitting  facilites 
Seats  (sedentary  workers) 

Meals  facilites 

Floors  passages  and  stairs 

Fancing  exposed  parts  of  machineiy 

Protection  of  young  persons  (dnagerous  machines) 
i raining  of  young  persons 
Prohibition  of  heavy  v/ork 
First  aid  eqipment 

Information  to  employees  (Abstract  of  Act) 

TOTAL:- 


u 


Number 


12 

0 

1-5 

2 

4 

9 

7 

o 

0 

0 

1 

0 

12 

3 

0 

0 

0 

9 

11 


76 
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Where  contraventions  were  found,  employers,  occupiers  and  owners  of 
premises  concerned  were  informed  of  work  required  to  comply  with  the  Act  and 
regulations  made  thereunder.  In  general  however*  it  must  he  said  that  a  good 
standard  is  being  maintained,  and  thus  far  statutory  action  has  not  been  considered 
necessary. 

So  far  as  accidents  are  concerned,  eight  were  notified  during  the  year, 
under  section  48  of  the  Act  all  of  which  were  investigated. 

None  was  fatal.  In  two  cases  the  employer’s  attention  was  drawn  to 
improvements  to  lessen  the  chance  of  accidents.  One  other  accident  involved  a 
dangerous  machine,  but  as  the  employer  had  taken  all  necessary  precautions,  no 
further  action  was  called  for  other  than  advising  the  injured  person  to  heed  the 
instruction  given. 

The  following  table  shows  some  statistics  relating  to  reported  accidents: 


Premises 

Cause  of  accident 

Nature  of  injury 

Male 

Female 

Catering 

Slipping  on  floor 

Back 

1 

u 

Pall 

Grassed  leg 

1 

11 

Pall 

Back  (wrench) 

1 

it 

Pall 

Ankle  (sprain) 

1 

Shop 

Lifting  equipment 

Foot  (bruise) 

1 

u 

Door 

Thumb  ” 

1 

it 

Lifting  stock 

Hip 

1 

ti 

Cleaning  machine 

Finger  (cut) 

1 

3 

5  - 

SECTION  D. 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  HOUSING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1967 
Houses  completed  during  the  year: 


a)  By  Local  Authority  4 

b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority  Nil 

c)  By  Private  Persons  76 

Closing  and  Demolition. 

1#  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  2 

2.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  11 

3*  Houses  closed,  not  demolished  2 


4«  Any  other  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 
dwellings  and  not  included  in  above 

Repairs* 


Houses  made  fit  by  procedure  under  either  Housing  or  P*H.  Acts. 


5*  By  informal  action  9 
6.  By  owners  following  statutory  notice  Nil 
7*  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
8*  Bemolition  Orders  revoked  after  reconstruction  Nil 


Houses  Patched. 


9,  Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  still  in  use  at  end  of 

year  for  temporary  accommodation  Nil 

Clearance  Programme. 

10*  Number  of  unfit  houses  in  clearance  programme 

remaining  to  be  dealt  with  at  end  of  year  Nil 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

A*  Biscretionarv  Grants 


No*  of  separate 

houses 


1*  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority 
2.  Applications  rejected 
3«  Applications  approved 

4*  Approximate  average  grant  approved  per  house 
5*  Total  number  of  houses  approved  for  grant  in  the 
area  since  inception  of  scheme 


1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

158 


Standard  Grants. 

Buring  the 

Year 

Total  to 

Bate 

1*  Number  of  separate  houses  for  which 

grants  have  been  made: 

13 

104  +  1  L.A 

2.  Number  of  houses  so  provided  with: 

a)  Bath  or  shower 

6 

74+3  L.A 

b)  Wash  hand  basin 

7 

71  +  3  L.A 

c)  Hot  water  supply 

7 

75+3  L.A 

d)  Water  closet 

10 

85+2  L.A 

e)  Pood  store 

2 

50+3  L.A 
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Slum  Clearance. 


The  Council's  post-war  slum  clearance  programme  was  completed  in  1961  and 
action  on  sub-standard  housing  during  the  year  has  again  been  under  those  sections 
of  the  Housing  Act  1957  dealing  with  individual  unfit  dwellings,  by  closing  orders. 

During  the  year,  three  families  from  unfit  houses  were  rehoused  by  the  Council, 
and  five  families  in  unfit  houses  were  awaiting  rehousing. 


Compulsory  Improvement  -  Housing  Act  1964 . 

So  far  no  further  action  was  taken  in  implementing  the  provisions  of  this 
legislation  during  the  year  other  than  listing  areas  for  survey,  which  may  qualify 
for  declaration  as  improvement  areas.  It  is  proposed  that  surveys  will  be  made 
as  circumstances  permit.  Meanwhile  a  steady  flow  of  voluntary  improvement 
continues. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

All  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  designated  i.e.  Untreated,  Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised*  Dealers1 licences  are  issued  by  Northumberland  County  Council,  and 
sampling  carried  out  by  the  County  Public  Health  Inspector. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  results  of  samples  taken  for 
Methylene  Blue  Reductase  Test,  Phosphatase  Test  and  Hiological  Test. 


Designation 

Test  Result 

Passed 

Failed! 

Untr. 

Past.  Ster. 

M.B. 

Phos . 

Bio.  M.B.  Phos. 

Bio 

5 

4 

1 

m * 

20 

20 

20 

mm  mm  mm 

Ice  Cream. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  49  premises  in  the  Borough,  registered  for 
the  sale  of  ice  cream.  Premises  and  storage  equipment  were  inspected  and  found 
generally  satisfactory. 


Public  Abattoir. 

Slaughter  of  animals  for  butchers  meat,  continued  satisfactorily  during  the 
year.  The  premises  were  well  maintained  and  a  high  standard  of  hygiene  prevailed* 
The  Council  employs  two  full-time  slaughtermen,  one  part-time  slaughterman,  and  a 
lairage  attendant. 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  for 
the  years  1966  and  1967* 


'■-* — ~ — 

MONTH 

C-at  tie 

1966 

Sheep  Pigs 

Calves 

Total 

Cattle 

Sheep 

1967 

Pigs 

Calves 

Total 

Jan. 

110 

1185 

no 

3 

1408 

147 

1044 

135 

6 

1332 

Feb. 

115 

706 

104 

1 

926 

119 

589 

84 

8 

800 

liar. 

115 

417 

141 

1 

672 

134 

384 

82 

11 

611 

Apl. 

96 

264 

83 

6 

449 

117 

383 

77 

12 

589 

May 

95 

337 

93 

1 

524 

143 

461 

131 

6 

741 

June 

96 

452 

66 

2 

616 

120 

560 

78 

3 

761 

July 

105 

558 

53 

22 

718 

125 

814 

61 

6 

1006 

Aug. 

138 

842 

73 

4 

1057 

I64 

1005 

89 

16 

1274 

Sept, 

154 

1144 

232 

22 

1552 

161 

1146 

76 

25 

1408 

Oct. 

154 

1157 

134 

21 

1466 

188 

1150 

105 

18 

1461 

Nov. 

183 

1315 

118 

6 

1622 

208 

974 

81 

13 

1276 

Dec. 

96 

651 

139 

6 

8*2 

11* 

541. 

168 

6 

827 

Grand 

..  TQtjL _ 

1455 

9028  1346 

75 

11,902 

1756 

9053 

1167 

130 

12, §86 
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Npwr«t+T)IeJ;lmina:r7  f^\PreParing  service  is  provided  for  at  the  abattoir  by  a 

*“*  *•  »«>”*>  *■*  *<*•»  - 

Slaughtermen’s  Licences. 

During  the  year,  seven  slaughtermerfs  licences  were  renewed  by  the  Council 

"•"ssc ‘““j-  * °««*» » ■* c:rr;;«. 

Meat  Inspection 

unfitCfor“"anVoono™P?ion!ffal  inSPe°ted  “d  reJe°ted  Wh°le  °r  “  part  as 


Number  killed 
Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuber— 

culosis and  Cysticercosis, 

^h°le  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  some  part  or  organ  of 
which  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  no.  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 
or  tysticerci 

Tuberculosis  only^ 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases,  some  part  or  organ 
of  which  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  no.  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis- 

Carcases,  some  part  or  organ 
of  which  was  condemned 
Carcases  submitted  for  treatment 
by  refrigeration. 


Generalised  and  totally  condemned  — 

Percentage  of  number  inspected 
affected  with  Cysticercosis 


excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

1511 

225 

130 

9053 

1167 

1511 
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Inspection  of  other  Foods. 

foll°win£  table  shows  the  foodstuffs  inspected  and  rejected  as  unfit  fn-r 
human  consumption  and  surrendered  for  destruction.  rejected  as  unfit  for 


Commodity 

Weight 

lb. 

oz. 

Canned  meats 

33 

6 

Canned  vegetables 

3 

Canned  fruit 

9 

J 

12 

Canned  milk 

7 

0 

Frozen  foods 

80 

3 

Total  weight  133  8 
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All  of  the  mentioned  foodstuffs  were  disposed  of  under  the  supervision 
of  the  public  health  inspector.  Condemned  meat,  viscera  and  offals  from  the 
abattoir  were  collected  by  a  by-products  firm  for  processing  into  inedible 
commodities. 

Before  removal  from  the  abattoir,  all  condemned  material  is  stained  with  an 
approved  colouring  agent  to  prevent  its  improper  use. 


Food  Premises.  Food  Hygiene  and  Educational  Activities. 

In  retrospect,  much  has  been  achieved  over  the  year  in  connection  with  food 
hygiene.  A3  will  be  seen  under  the  statistical  table  earlier  in  this  report, 

752  visits  we re  made  to  food  premises  in  connection  with  this  important  aspect  of 
public  health.  In  particular  a  great  step  forward  was  made  with  regard  to  mobile 
shops  under  new  legislation  to  bring  them  into  line  as  near  as  possible  with  other 
shop  premises.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  advances  made  were  achieved 
informally  following  the  issue  of  advisory  leaflets,  letters  of  explanation  and 
recommendations,  and  personal  interviews.  Much  time  was  spent  on  inspecting  the 
vehicles  concerned,  and  advising  hpon  the  most  suitable  equipment  to  meet  the 
prevailing  circumstances  and  as  economically  as  possible.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
standards  now  set  will  be  maintained,  and  where  possible,  eventually  improved 
upon. 


Educational  activity  as  in  former  years  concerned  itself  with  propaganda,  with 
talks  and  demonstrations  illustrated  by  film  strip  projection  by  the  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  in  his  own  private  time* 


Food  Premises. 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  we  re  27  premises  on  which  food  was  preserved 
on  the  Borough  register.  The  total  number  of  food  premises  on  the  register  was 
151. 
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